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Genomics Aotearoa annual meeting
Thank you to everyone who attended our annual meeting in Dunedin. We hope you
enjoyed it as much as we did! 
 
We are particularly grateful to all those who generously gave their time to speak at
the meeting, especially the members of the end-user panel. Their lively and
insightful contributions were a real highlight. 
 
Another highlight was Mark Blaxter's plenary talk. Mark shared the link to his talk
with us. Please feel free to share this with colleagues.

After the meeting, the GA/NeSI team held a training day for the GA postdoctoral and
other affiliated researchers. Twenty researchers took part in learning about project
and data management on NeSI, use of GitHub for GA work, and intermediate-level
Shell scripting for bioinformatics projects. A big thanks to Dini Senanayake (NeSI)
and Murray Cadzow (Otago) for shouldering the bulk of the work!

https://mailchi.mp/ad3ecdee5221/april-newsletter-16356095?e=ae3951a605
https://tinyurl.com/ToL-Aotearoa2022


Training news
Metagenomics Summer School 
The GA team at the University of Auckland, together with NeSI colleagues, are
looking forward to another successful Metagenomics Summer School, with
a Prokaryotic Metagenomics Workshop from November 29 to December 2 at
University of Auckland, City Campus. 
The course will cover:

Bash scripting
Read quality filtering
Prokaryotic metagenome assembly
Assembly assessment and binning
Prokaryotic and viral gene prediction and annotation
Data analyses and visualisation

The registration deadline is September 11. Register your interest here or visit the
Genomics Aotearoa training page. 
For more information contact Jian Sheng Boey.

Vacancies
Postdoctoral role at Fonterra 
Fonterra is recruiting for a Computational Biologist based in Palmerston North at the
Fonterra Research and Discovery Centre. This role in the Data Programme team
supports the multidisciplinary Food Assurance Science team to deliver world-leading
solutions in microbiology, chemistry, and biochemistry. For more details or to apply
please visit Fonterra here. 
 
PhD position at Te Herenga Waka-Victoria University of Wellington 
Population genomic analysis of the Aotearoa New Zealand Yellowtail kingfish (haku)
for community-led aquaculture. For more information visit FindaPhD.com or contact
Dr Peter Ritchie. 

Website refresh
The Genomics Aotearoa website is in the process of a revamp. The Projects section
has been restructured and renamed Our work. A new section on Our stories (case
studies) now appears on the main menu. And our News & Events section now
includes Genomics Events, Vacancies and Blogs. 
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Previously our blogs were also published to Sciblogs. Although Sciblogs is being
discontinued, all existing entries will remain. Our final Sciblog was from Imogen
Foote, a GA postdoctoral fellow at Te Herenga Waka, who shared her work on
unravelling the mysteries of albatross taxonomy. 

Please have a look over the website changes. Feedback is most welcome. And if
you would like to share a blog, or a vacancy, or develop a case study, we'd love to
hear from you. 

Genomics Aotearoa seminar series
This month we are fortunate to have two seminars from members of the Plant &
Food Research team.  
 
Richard Espley and Chen Wu will be talking about  Bilberry genome assembly –
how identifying a complex loci is a step closer to breeding a novel
anthocyanin-enriched red-fleshed blueberry on July 15. 
 
Cecilia Deng will talk about Long Read Sequencing: Options, Applications and
Bioinformatics on July 29. 
 
We have an exciting seminar "mini-series" coming up in August and October on
the Human Pangenome Reference Consortium (HPRC). The first seminar
introduces the HPRC, and broader application of the methods used to other species.
The second seminar discusses the ethical, legal and social challenges they face.
With the HPRC focus on diversity and inclusion, we know these talks will be relevant
to a wide range of genomics researchers and interested parties. 
  
Please let us know if you have suggestions for future presenters or topics.

Invasomics Hub
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Manpreet Dhami (Manaaki Whenua Landcare Research) and Ang McGaughran
(Waikato University) have started Invasomics Hub - a global network of researchers
working in invasion genomics space. The goal of the hub is to share insights and
create opportunities for collaboration. Please take part and invite your colleagues to
join the Hub!

Upcoming events to note
Lots of genomics-related events are happening in the coming months. Please share
these with your wider networks. 
 
The 31st Annual Queenstown Molecular Biology meeting    
The Queenstown Molecular Biology (QMB) meeting is a two-day general science
meeting on August 31 and September 1. The Organising Committee Co-ordinator
is Dr Maren Wellenreuther from Plant & Food Research. Earlybird registration closes
on July 18, and the major awards application deadline is July 15. 
 
DNA dialogue - Australian Genomics breakfast seminar series 
The Australian Genomics seminar series is a forum for the genomics community in
Australia and beyond to learn of new developments in health genomics, and the
overseas experience. Diverse topics include data sharing, ethics, carrier screening,
cancer genomics, genomics in emerging health systems, and more. The seminars
are live via zoom on the last Thursday of each month at 8am (AEST). Registration is
open to anyone working in, or affected by, medical genomics. Featured in the DNA
dialogue on July 28 are Stephen Robertson and Phil Wilcox, who will discuss “The
Aotearoa Variome Project: Principles and Practice.”  
 
SMBE regional meeting on Invasomics 
The Society for Molecular Biology and Evolution (SMBE) is holding a regional
meeting on November 6-9 in Hamilton and online, on The Role of the Genome in
Biological Invasion. Along with an exciting line-up of internationally renowned
speakers, the aim is to develop a broad scientific programme that will be of interest
to researchers and practitioners working at the intersection of invasion biology,
genomics, and biosecurity. In-person numbers will be limited, so please register your
interest before July 31. 
 
NZ Research Software Engineering (NZRSE) 2022 conference submissions are
open 
The theme for this year’s virtual conference on September 12-13 is Sustainability:
Communities, Digital Practices and Tools. The programme will focus on
sustainability in research as an outcome of good practices emergent in multiple
components. Submissions are being sought that share the opportunities and
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challenges of sustainable research along with the communities, tools and practices
that have enabled your efforts. Abstract submissions close in early August. 
 
NZ Society for Oncology, NZ Society of Pathologists and the Royal College of
Pathologists of Australia Conference 
This year’s combined conference is scheduled for September 22-25 at
Christchurch’s new convention centre Te Pae. With last year’s event held virtually,
we’re excited to be planning an in-person conference. On line registration is open
and the programme is almost finalized. 
 
Australasian Genomic Technologies Association (AGTA) conference 

The 20th anniversary AGTA conference will be held October 30-November 2 at the
Novotel Twin Towers, Sunshine Coast. The AGTA (formerly AMATA) is a not-for-
profit association and a registered charity, dedicated to advancing and promoting the
field of genomics and genomic technologies in Australasia. AGTA is the principal
body for the promotion of genomics research in Australasia; it draws on the breadth
of genomics research and technology development across the region. Register here. 
 
23rd Congress of Genetics - Call for Symposia  
The 23rd International Congress of Genetics will be held in Melbourne, Australia
from July 16-21, 2023. This Congress will cover fundamental discoveries in genetics
and applications in medicine, agriculture and the environment.  Proposals are sought
for symposia in current topical areas of genetics and genomics that will form part of
the scientific program and sit alongside other broader sessions to attract a truly
global audience of over 1500 to the Congress.  Submissions close August 1. For full
details of the submission process and selection criteria visit the congress website.

Acknowledging Genomics Aotearoa
If your work has been funded by Genomics Aotearoa, or you use the Genomics
Aotearoa bioinformatics platform, please acknowledge this in your papers, posters,
presentations, handouts and media promotions. Please use the text: ‘This work was
supported by Genomics Aotearoa, a New Zealand Ministry of Business, Innovation
and Employment funded research platform.’  Talk with Communications Manager
Claire Grant on use of the Genomics Aotearoa logo, and for any further advice on
acknowledgement.

Genomics Aotearoa YouTube channel
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Genomics Aotearoa YouTube Channel

Videos on our YouTube channel are increasingly popular. New videos this month
include seminars from Phil Lester, Lisa Matisoo-Smith and Thierry Lints.
 
We welcome suggestions for linking to content that aligns with Genomics Aotearoa's
vision, and that our community would find useful. Please contact Jess McLean with
suggestions.

Have some news to share?
If you have items to share in future newsletters, please get in touch. 

Contact Genomics Aotearoa 

Main: Genomics Aotearoa 

Director: Prof Peter Dearden - 021 176 1680 

Operations Manager: Jayashree Panjabi - 021 279 1160  

Communications Manager: Claire Grant - 027 489 4471 

Advisor – Communications and Research: Jess McLean - 027 365 8434 

Communications Consultant: Monica Gruber - 022 013 7862 

Training enquiries: Mik Black - 03 479 7831 

Vision Mātauranga Manager: Tracey Godfery - 027 458 9216 

Vision Mātauranga Business Support Coordinator: Jacqueline Godfery

Website Email Twitter GitHub YouTube LinkedIn Slack

Want to change how you receive these emails?
If you are monica.gruber@otago.ac.nz you can update your preferences or unsubscribe here. 
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If you would like to subscribe to our mailing list, you can do so at here. 
If you do not want to receive our emails, please contact the person who forwarded the email to you. 
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