
 
 
Genomics Aotearoa team update 
Welcome to the Genomics Aotearoa update for September 2021 
 
Genomics Aotearoa Annual Meeting 
Our annual Genomics Aotearoa meeting is planned for Monday, November 22, 2021, in Dunedin.   
We want to hold it in person to facilitate the all-important networking and collaboration that 
happens when the Genomics Aotearoa community gets together. Obviously, such a gathering will 
only be possible if New Zealand is in Covid level one.  At this stage we are still hoping to meet in 
November but will make a call closer to the date and postpone it to early 2022 if necessary.  We’ll 
keep you informed. 
 
Three new board members welcomed 
Genomics Aotearoa has appointed three new board members, following the decision last year to 
merge the Genomics Aotearoa Board and the Kāhui into a co-governance model. Papatuanuku Nahi, 
Gerard O’Regan and Jan Hania join William Rolleston (Chair), Warren Parker and Anna Campbell on 
the board - we welcome them to the role. 
 
Papatuanuku Nahi (Ngāpuhi nui tonu) 
Papatuanuku (Papa) Nahi is Kai Okohāpai GM Tiriti & 
Equity at Te Hiringa Hauora/Health Promotion Agency. 
Previous roles include general manager Māori Public 
Health at Hapai te Hauora Tapui, and operations 
manager of the Moko Foundation. She has expertise in 
health promotion strategizing for equity, community 
action and indigenous health models.  Papa sits on the 
Medical Council Professional Conduct Committee and, 
as she is passionate about community development, is chair of Auckland City Basketball. Papa holds 
a master’s degree in Health Science (Public Health) with First Class Honours and is a regular 
presenter to the United Nations indigenous and health committees in Geneva and New York. 
 
Dr Gerard O’Regan (Ngāi Tahu) 
Dr Gerard O’Regan has worked in heritage 
management for 30 years. He has cared for Māori 
collections at the National Museum, provided regional 
services to southern community museums and art 
galleries, researched museum bicultural 
developments, and was a member of the Māori 
Heritage Council of NZ Historic Places Trust. Gerard 
helped write Ngāi Tahu’s policies on kōiwi tangata 
(human remains) and other taonga values and was the iwi’s first heritage manager. His PhD at the 
University of Auckland explored Māori belief of place through rock art, and his interest in the 
interface between Māori heritage values and professional research practice in NZ continues in roles 
as Curator Māori at the Otago Museum and as an Honorary Senior Research Fellow with the 
University of Otago’s Archaeology programme. 



  
Jan Hania (Ngati Tuwharetoa, Ngati Raukawa-ki-te-Tonga, Te 
Ātiawa) 
Jan Hania is Environmental Director at Next Foundation. He is also 
Trustee on the Cawthron Institute Trust Board, and on the Mana 
Rangatira of the Biological Heritage Science Challenge. Prior to his 
position at NEXT, Jan spent six years with the Department of 
Conservation building partnerships and developing large scale 
collaborative impact projects focused on people, biodiversity and 
water. His background is in Natural Resources Engineering where 
he consulted in hazard mitigation, water resource protection and 
environmental restoration. In his position at NEXT Jan has been an 
integral part of setting up the Taranaki Mounga Project, Te Manahuna Aoraki and Predator Free 
Wellington and provides leadership and oversight across NEXT’s environmental portfolio.  
 
Genomics Aotearoa seminar series 
Thanks to recent seminar presenter Maja Adamska from the Australian National University (ANU) 
Research School of Biology, presenting on sponge meta- and epigenomes as windows into animal 
evolution.  
 
We also heard from Travis Glare, Director of the Bio-Protection Research Centre (Lincoln University), 
Co-Director of BioProtection Aotearoa (CoRE) and Director of the Research Management Office of 
Lincoln University, talking about Genomes of New Zealand entomopathogens- collected adventures 
of an amateur.   
 
On October 8 we have Stephen Robertson, the Curekids Professor of Paediatric Genetics, talking 
about the Clinical Genomics Diagnostic Project. 
 
Let us know if you need more information or a copy of the presentations. And email if you can help 
or if you are interested in presenting at future seminars claire.grant@otago.ac.nz.   
 
Postdoctoral position 
The Genomics Aotearoa Environmental Microbiome project has a postdoctoral position to study 
microbial strain dynamics in environmental systems in the School of Biological Sciences at the 
University of Auckland for up to two years. The position will involve recovery of genomes from 
populations with high strain heterogeneity and researching the ecological effects of high strain 
diversity in microbial communities. Enquires and applications should be sent to Dr Kim Handley 
(kim.handley@auckland.ac.nz). 
 
eResearch NZ 2022 
The theme for eResearch NZ 2022 is “Building Capability Together.” Each word reflects the diverse 
range of perspectives, communities, and Mātauranga Māori approaches that are layered within 
Aotearoa New Zealand’s research landscape. 
   

• Building / Waihanga: Foundation laying, co-designing, expanding/scaling, layers of 
complexity, adapting/learning, moving from strength to strength. 

• Capability / Āheitanga: Skills, knowledge, tech/tools/infrastructure, community, best 
practice, FAIR & CARE principles. 

• Together / Kotahitanga: Resilience, inclusion, equity, diversity, collaboration/partnership, 
disciplines/communities coming together, culture/tikanga. 
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Submissions are welcomed on work that relates experiences and shares the cultural, organisational, 
and technical considerations for developing eResearch capabilities and delivering eResearch 
solutions  https://www.eresearchnz2022.org.nz/submissions/. 
 
Bioinformatics training 

1. Introduction to R (for Genomics) – Online on the 19th of October 2021 (10am-4 pm) 
Co-hosted by Genomics Aotearoa and NeSI, this online introductory workshop will help you 
get started with R for genomic data analysis. Specifically, attendees can expect to learn:  
• The basic features of the R language 
• Getting started with tabular data 
• Aggregating and analysing data 
• Data visualisation 
• Producing reports with R Markdown 
 
Register here: https://www.eventbrite.co.nz/e/copy-of-introduction-to-r-for-genomics-
tickets-178393518817 

 

2. Eukaryotic Genome Assembly and Annotation Workshop – In person, Auckland, 1-3 
December 2021   
This three-day workshop, supported by Genomics Aotearoa and NeSI, will cover 
contemporary approaches to assembling, annotating and evaluating eukaryotic genomes 
from long read (Oxford Nanopore) sequencing datasets. Sessions will include hands-on 
bioinformatics exercises, demonstrations, and discussions.  Participants will (1) test several 
assembly algorithms, polishing tools and parameter sets, (2) annotate the repeats, genes 
and other functional content, (3) explore approaches for evaluating these assemblies, and 
(4) delve deeper into the comparative genomics and biological content of the assembly.   

Expressions of interest close 5pm Monday, 4th of October 
https://otago.au1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_d7hTbMVrZrTMz54 

3. Metagenomics Summer School 
POSTPONED to June/July 2022 (advertisements will begin early next year). 

For more information on these sessions, please contact ngoni.faya@otago.ac.nz. 
 
Share your events and workshops information with Ngoni ngoni.faya@otago.ac.nz 
or Megan Guidry (NeSI) megan.guidry@nesi.org.nz to add to the Genomics Training Calendar in New 
Zealand - Workshops NZ page on Genomics Aotearoa’s GitHub 
https://genomicsaotearoa.github.io/workshops-nz/ 
 
Introducing our post doc – Tom Oosting 
Tom Oosling is a postdoctoral fellow in the Genomics Aotearoa High Quality Genome and 
Population Genomics project at Victoria University Wellington - Te Herenga Waka. Tom is 
working in genomics in fisheries science, focusing on characterising structural variants in 
wild snapper populations  https://www.genomics-aotearoa.org.nz/projects/high-quality-
genomes-and-population-genomics/how-can-we-utilise-power-genomics-fisheries 
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Publications 
2021 Tee HS, Wood SA, Bouma-Gregson K, Lear G, Handley KM. Genome streamlining, plasticity and 
metabolic versatility distinguish co-occurring toxic and non-toxic cyanobacterial strains of 
Microcoleus. mBio. doi:10.1128/mBio.02235-21. 
  
2021 Tee HS, Waite DW, Lear G, Handley KM. Microbial river-to-sea continuum: gradients in benthic 
and planktonic diversity, osmoregulation and nutrient cycling. Microbiome 9: 190. (video 
abstract:https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=smx-H3wVw_A) 
  
2021 Chiri E, Nauer PA, Lappan R, Jirapanjawat T, Waite DW, Handley KM, Hugenholtz P, Cook PLM, 
Arndt SK, Greening C. Termite gas emissions select for hydrogenotrophic microbial communities in 
termite mounds. PNAS 118: e2102625118. 
 
New on Sciblogs 
Understanding life in our waterways through metagenomics, by Michael Hoggard and 
Carmen Astudillo Garcia, University of Auckland  https://sciblogs.co.nz/genomics-
aotearoa/2021/09/03/understanding-life-in-our-waterways-through-metagenomics/ 
 
Licensing bonanza in computational life sciences, by Florian Pichlmueller (University of 
Auckland) and Christina Straub (ESR) https://sciblogs.co.nz/genomics-
aotearoa/2021/09/09/licensing-bonanza-in-computational-life-sciences/. 
 
 
Coming up 
Oct 8:  GA Seminar:  Stephen Robertson 
Oct 21-22: MapNet conference, Christchurch 
Nov 4-5: Science Media SAVVY, Wellington  
Nov 22  Genomics Aotearoa Annual Meeting  
Nov 30 -Dec 1: Media SAVVY for Māori researchers, Auckland. 
Dec 8-9: Queenstown Research Week  
Feb 9-11: eResearch 2022 
 
Share genomics news via: 

• Twitter  https://twitter.com/GenomicsNZ 
• GitHub  https://genomicsaotearoa.github.io/ 
• LinkedIn  www.linkedin.com/company/genomics-aotearoa/ 
• Slack  https://genomicsaotearoa.slack.com/messages/DCWHX56P9/ 

 
Let us know if you have anything to contribute - claire.grant@otago.ac.nz. 
 
Genomics Aotearoa contacts 
Director: Prof Peter Dearden, peter.dearden@otago.ac.nz, 03 479 7832 
Operations Manager: Jayashree Panjabi, jayashree.panjabi@otago.ac.nz 
03 479 7954 
Communications Manager: Claire Grant, claire.grant@otago.ac.nz, 027 489 4471 
Business Support Coordinator: Jess McLean, jess.mclean@otago.ac.nz, 03 479 5943 
Training Coordinator: Ngoni Faya, ngoni.faya@otago.ac.nz, 022 317 1364  
Vision Mātauranga Manager: Tracey Godfery, tracey.godfery@otago.ac.nz, 027 4589216 
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Please pass the update on to others in your team. 
Email Claire Grant with news and feedback. 
 

    
 
 

 
 
Please consider the environment before printing this email 
Warning: This electronic message together with any attachments is confidential. If you receive it in error: (i) you must not read, use, 
disclose, copy or retain it; (ii) please contact the sender immediately by reply email and then delete the emails. 
The views expressed in this email may not be those of Genomics Aotearoa. https://www.genomics-aotearoa.org.nz/ 
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