
 
 
Genomics Aotearoa team update 
Welcome to the Genomics Aotearoa update for August 2021 
 
Be safe 
We appreciate the difficult time this is for many of you having to shift quickly to home-based work 
and teaching, and for those who are now in the midst of Covid response-related work in your labs.    
Let us know if there is anything we can do to support your work - contact Peter Dearden, Jayashree 
Panjabi, Claire Grant, Ngoni Faya, Jess McLean. 
 
Introducing Tracey Godfery 
It is with great pleasure that Genomics Aotearoa can announce that we have appointed Tracey 
Godfery as our new Vision Mātauranga Manager. Tracey will be working for us on a part-time basis 
and will continue to live in the central North Island.  
 
Tracey is primarily of Ngāti Awa, Ngāti Tūwharetoa, and Tūhoe descent, with whakapapa links also 
extending to Ngāti Hikairo, Ngāti Maru and Ngāti Maniapoto. She has a Masters of Environmental 
Management from Massey University (2015) and a Bachelor of Environment Studies from Te Whare 
Wānanga o Awanuiārangi (2008). She has worked in the environment field since 2009, primarily as a 
Lecturer and Kaupapa Māori Researcher, and also tutoring at foundation and community level and 
providing resource management advice to tangata whenua. She is a strong advocate for 
collaborative community research, particularly the integral role that Māori participation plays in 
achieving environmental and community wellness.   
 
She is currently enrolled in the University of Auckland Doctoral programme. Her doctoral study is 
focused on the development of a risk assessment framework for Aotearoa that addresses the 
threats posed by plant pathogens, particularly kauri dieback and myrtle rust diseases. She is also 
engaged as a contractor under the Biological Heritage Science Challenge ‘Ngā Rākau Taketake – 
Saving Our Iconic Trees from Kauri Dieback and Myrtle Rust’ to coordinate the Te Whakahononga 
research programme.  
 
We are hoping that Tracey will tour New Zealand to meet our GA whanau in person once we return 
to "normal."  
 
Events 
We have set the date for our annual Genomics Aotearoa meeting for Monday, November 22, 2021, 
in Dunedin – we still hope to hold it in person but are contingency planning for Covid restrictions 
also.  
 
Queenstown Research Week 2021 has been postponed and will now be run on December 8-9, 2021 
– follow this link for more detail www.queenstownresearchweek.org/. 
 
The EMBL Australia Postgraduate Symposium (EAPS 2021) is on November 10-12, 2021 – the first 
two days of the three-day event are virtual. Postgraduates have been invited to present on: 
Computational Biology, Cancer, Ecology & Biodiversity, Infection & Immunity, Molecular Biology and 

http://www.queenstownresearchweek.org/


Regenerative Biology.  Oral abstract submission closes August 31, and poster abstract submission 
closes September 30. Register here 
 
Registrations are open for MapNet 2021, which will be held October 21-22, 2021, at Plant and Food 
Research, Lincoln https://www.scienceevents.co.nz/mapnet. 
 
Registration for GSA2021 conference run by the Genetics Society of Australasia is now open. The 
conference will run on-line from October 6-8, 2021, http://genetics.org.au/. 
 
Congratulations 
Congratulations to Genomics Aotearoa researcher Neil Gemmell who has been appointed as the 
new Dean of the School of Biomedical Sciences at the University of Otago. Neil, who takes over from 
Professor Brian Hyland early next year, has been at the University of Otago since 2008 as the 
AgResearch Leading Thinkers Chair of Reproduction and Genomics based in the Department of 
Anatomy. As an experienced academic leader, he has previously held roles as the Director of the 
Centre for Reproduction and Genomics and as Head of the Department of Anatomy. 
  
New project - Ruatau 
Genomics Aotearoa has approved a new project – Ruatau. Empowering Māori communities to make 
informed decisions about important genomics issues such as hauora (health) in humans, or 
kaitiakitanga (guardianship) of taonga species is critically important. Developing cultural competency 
in Māori genomic scientists in collaboration with Māori communities will therefore increase the 
understanding of genomics and associated risks and benefits in Māori communities, and it will 
enable the kaipūtaiao Māori to increase their understanding of mātauranga Māori/tikanga and 
reconnect with their own whānau/hapū. 
 
The Ruatau project will achieve this by bringing Māori communities and kaipūtaiao together in 
wānanga (workshops) focused on genomics. The knowledge of both groups will be extended in a 
two-way tuakana-teina relationship through the examination of problems and questions about 
genomics that are relevant to Māori communities. 
 
Lead people are Alana Alexander (Ngāpuhi [Te Hikutu], Pākehā), University of Otago; Catherine 
Collins (Kāi Tahu, Pākehā), University of Otago; Simon Hills (Ngāti Porou), Massey University. 
 
Genomics Aotearoa seminar series 
Coming up in our seminar series is Maja Adamska, presenting on sponge meta- and epigenomes as 
windows into animal evolution. Maja is Associate Professor in the Australian National University 
(ANU) Research School of Biology. She is interested in the evolutionary origin of key developmental 
processes, such as cell type specification, segregation of germ layers and axial patterning of embryos 
and adults.  Recent major research themes in her laboratory include regeneration of sponges and 
corals, in particular mechanisms regulating gene expression during this process, as well as sponge-
bacterial symbiosis. 
 
Thanks to recent seminar presenters Mik Black from the University of Otago who updated us on the 
Aotearoa Genomic Data Repository project: building a Treaty-compliant data archive for New 
Zealand's taonga species, and Libby Liggins from Massey University, talking about Genomics 
observatories for discovery, conservation, and collective benefits. 
 
Watch Mik's talk on https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j63Jt7PcP_8 
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Let us know if you need more information or a copy of the presentations. And email if you can help 
or if you are interested in presenting at future seminars claire.grant@otago.ac.nz.   
 
Bioinformatics training 
Tina Sehrish and Almeida Valter from Massey University have joined a growing list of training 
associates GA is now working with across New Zealand. 
 
Upcoming training: 

1. RNA-seq Workshop – Online, 8 September 2021 
Registration: https://www.eventbrite.co.nz/e/rna-seq-workshop-online-tickets-
168673907197 

 
2. Genomics Data Carpentry – Online, 21-22 September 2021 

Registration: https://foreal17.github.io/2021-09-21-online/ 
 

3. Metagenomics Summer School – In person, Auckland, 15-18 November 2021  
Expression of Interest close 5pm Friday, 17th of September: 
https://otago.au1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_5yFqy1tOdKTX3AW 

 
4. Otago Bioinformatics Spring School – In person, Dunedin, 22-26 November 2021. 

Expression of interest close 5pm 1st September: 
https://otagocarpentries.github.io/bioinformatics-spring-school-2021/ 

 
5. Eukaryotic Genome Assembly and Annotation Workshop – In person, Auckland, 1-3 

December 2021   
Expression of interest close 5pm Friday, 17th of September: 
https://otago.au1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_d7hTbMVrZrTMz54 
 

For more information on these sessions, please contact ngoni.faya@otago.ac.nz. 
 
Share your events and workshops information with Ngoni ngoni.faya@otago.ac.nz 
or Megan Guidry (NeSI) megan.guidry@nesi.org.nz to add to the Genomics Training Calendar in New 
Zealand - Workshops NZ page on Genomics Aotearoa’s GitHub 
https://genomicsaotearoa.github.io/workshops-nz/ 
 
New to our website 
Introducing Jordan Lima, a SING Aotearoa intern who is working with Professor Parry 
Guildford at the University of Otago  
 
Coming up 
Sept 8-10: Joint International Symposium of Genetics Society of Australasia and Japan, zoom 
Sept 10: GA Seminar: Maja Adamska  
Sept 15-17: NZ Research Software Engineering Conference, online 
Sept 24: GA Seminar: Thierry Lints 
Oct 8:  GA Seminar:  Stephen Robertson 
Oct 21-22: MapNet conference, Christchurch 
Nov 4-5: Science Media SAVVY, Wellington  
Nov 22  Genomics Aotearoa Annual Meeting 
Nov 30 -Dec 1: Media SAVVY for Māori researchers, Auckland. 
Dec 8-9: Queenstown Research Week  
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Feb 9-11: eResearch 2022 
 
Share genomics news via: 

• Twitter  https://twitter.com/GenomicsNZ 
• GitHub  https://genomicsaotearoa.github.io/ 
• LinkedIn  www.linkedin.com/company/genomics-aotearoa/ 
• Slack  https://genomicsaotearoa.slack.com/messages/DCWHX56P9/ 

 
Let us know if you have anything to contribute - claire.grant@otago.ac.nz. 
 
Genomics Aotearoa contacts 
Director: Prof Peter Dearden, peter.dearden@otago.ac.nz, 03 479 7832 
Operations Manager: Jayashree Panjabi, jayashree.panjabi@otago.ac.nz 
03 479 7954 
Communications Manager: Claire Grant, claire.grant@otago.ac.nz, 027 489 4471 
Business Support Coordinator: Jess McLean, jess.mclean@otago.ac.nz, 03 479 5943 
Training Coordinator: Ngoni Faya, ngoni.faya@otago.ac.nz, 022 317 1364  
Vision Mātauranga Manager: Tracey Godfery, tracey.godfery@otago.ac.nz, 027 4589216 
 
Please pass the update on to others in your team. 
Email Claire Grant with news and feedback. 
 

    
 
 

 
 
Please consider the environment before printing this email 
Warning: This electronic message together with any attachments is confidential. If you receive it in error: (i) you must not read, use, 
disclose, copy or retain it; (ii) please contact the sender immediately by reply email and then delete the emails. 
The views expressed in this email may not be those of Genomics Aotearoa. https://www.genomics-aotearoa.org.nz/ 
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